
CHAPTER 66  
GENERAL MUNICIPALITY LAW  

SUBCHAPTER X  
PLANNING, HOUSING AND TRANSPORTATION  

 
66.1014  Limits on residential dwelling rental prohibited.  

(1)  In this section:  
 (a) “Political subdivision" means any city, village, town, or county.  
 (b) “Residential dwelling" means any building, structure, or part of the building or structure, 

that is used or intended to be used as a home, residence, or sleeping place by one person or by 
2 or more persons maintaining a common household, to the exclusion of all others.  

 (2)  
(a) Subject par. (d), a political subdivision may not enact or enforce an ordinance that 

prohibits the rental of a residential dwelling for 7 consecutive days or longer.  
 (b) If a political subdivision has in effect on September 23, 2017, an ordinance that is 

inconsistent with par. (a) or (d), the ordinance does not apply and may not be enforced.  
 (c) Nothing in this subsection limits the authority of a political subdivision to enact an 

ordinance regulating the rental of a residential dwelling in a manner that is not inconsistent with 
the provisions of pars. (a) and (d). 

 (d)  
1. If a residential dwelling is rented for periods of more than 6 but fewer than 29 

consecutive days, a political subdivision may limit the total number of days within any 
consecutive 365-day period that the dwelling may be rented to no fewer than 180 days. The 
political subdivision may not specify the period of time during which the residential dwelling may 
be rented, but the political subdivision may require that the maximum number of allowable rental 
days within a 365-day period must run consecutively. A person who rents the person's 
residential dwelling shall notify the clerk of the political subdivision in writing when the first rental 
within a 365-day period begins.  

 2. Any person who maintains, manages, or operates a short-term rental, as defined in s. 
66.0615 (1) (dk), for more than 10 nights each year, shall do all of the following:  

 a. Obtain from the department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection a license as a 
tourist rooming house, as defined in s. 97.01 (15k). 

 b. Obtain from a political subdivision a license for conducting such activities, if a political 
subdivision enacts an ordinance requiring such a person to obtain a license.  

 History: 2017 a. 59. 

 
 

CHAPTER 66  
GENERAL MUNICIPALITY LAW  

SUBCHAPTER X  
PLANNING, HOUSING AND TRANSPORTATION  

 
 66.0615  Room tax; forfeitures.  

(1)  In this section:    
 (dk) “Short-term rental” means a residential dwelling that is offered for rent for a fee and for 

fewer than 29 consecutive days.  
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CHAPTER 97  
FOOD, LODGING, AND RECREATION  

SUBCHAPTER I  
DEFINITIONS  

 
97.01  Definitions. In this chapter, unless inconsistent with context:  

 (1g) “Bed and breakfast establishment" means any place of lodging that satisfies all of the 
following:  

 (a) Provides 8 or fewer rooms for rent to no more than a total of 20 tourists or transients.  
 (b) Provides no meals other than breakfast and provides the breakfast only to renters of the 

place.  
 (c) Is the owner's personal residence.  
 (d) Is occupied by the owner at the time of rental.  
 (e) Was originally built and occupied as a single-family residence, or, prior to use as a place 

of lodging, was converted to use and occupied as a single-family residence.  
 (4) “Department" means the department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection.  
 (7) “Hotel" means all places wherein sleeping accommodations are offered for pay to 

transients, in 5 or more rooms, and all places used in connection therewith. “Hotelkeeper", 
“motelkeeper" and “innkeeper" are synonymous and “inn", “motel" and “hotel" are synonymous.  

 (13r) “Public health and safety" means the highest degree of protection against infection, 
contagion or disease and freedom from the danger of fire or accident that can be reasonably 
maintained in the operation of a hotel, tourist rooming house, bed and breakfast establishment, 
vending machine or vending machine commissary.  

 (15f) “Tourist or transient" means a person who travels from place to place away from his 
or her permanent residence for vacation, pleasure, recreation, culture, business or employment.  

 (15k) “Tourist rooming house" means any lodging place or tourist cabin or cottage where 
sleeping accommodations are offered for pay to tourists or transients. “Tourist rooming house" 
does not include:  

 (a) A private boarding or rooming house, ordinarily conducted as such, not accommodating 
tourists or transients.  

 (b) A hotel.  
 (c) Bed and breakfast establishments.  

 History: 1975 c. 94 s. 91 (10); 1975 c. 308; 1977 c. 29 s. 1650m (4); 1977 c. 106 s. 15; 1983 a. 189, 261; 1987 a. 276; 
1995 a. 225; 2013 a. 374; 2015 a. 55 ss. 2643, 4065, 4067 to 4077; 2015 a. 242; 2017 a. 225. 
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